





Jonas’ hjemtagelse og begravelse fulgte det meonster, som
de mange hjemtagelser for ham har fulgt. I Budwanlejren
i Afghanistan gennemforte kompagniet samt tilknyttede
danske, britiske, australske og afghanske soldater en min-
dehgjtidelighed, hvor lejrens feltpraest, kompagniets chef
og hans kammerater satte ord pa tabet af Jonas Peter Ploger
og hans eftermeele.

Jonas var den 34. danske soldat i reekken af faldne i kon-
flikten i Afghanistan. Atypisk for Jonas var til gengeeld de
onsker, han havde til sin egen biszettelse. Jonas havde on-
sket sig en militeer begravelse. Han havde gnsket sig en bi-
sattelse fra slotskirken pa Frederiksberg Slot, hvor han og
klassekammeraterne havde gdet i skole i drene 2005-2008,
og hele ceremonien fik sit helt eget preeg gennem Jonas’
egne gnsker for, hvorledes hgjtideligheden skulle atholdes.
Jonas talte ogsa til de efterladte igennem praestens ord, da
der blev sagt til de sorgende: ,Tenk over livet, elsk hinan-
den, hold sammen og giv aldrig op.
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Summary in English;

First lieutenant Jonas Peter Ploger 1983-
2010

Jonas Peter Ploger was born on November 23rd, 1983, in Co-
penhagen. He grew up in Veerlese as the youngest of three
brothers. Jonas enlisted in 2003 at the former Royal Artil-
lery Regiment in Varde, where he was selected to attend
NCO training. After being promoted to sergeant, Jonas
served as section leader from 2004-2005. He subsequently
attended the Royal Danish Military Academy in Class Ben-
nike — named after Erik Bennike, who fell in the Second
World War - and was promoted to first lieutenant in 2008.
He graduated as one of the finest cadets of his year, a rather
impressive feat, for while attending the Military Academy,
he was also kept busy as an elite military pentathlon athlete
on the national military pentathlon team. Needless to say,
Jonas was extremely fit. He planned to apply to the Special
Forces after his deployment, and would no doubt have pas-
sed the rigorous selection process with flying colours, given
his mental strength, unfailingly positive mind, and above
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all his impressive physique. From 2008 to 2010 Jonas served
as a platoon leader with the Guard Hussar Regiment, a Da-
nish Army cavalry unit, where he trained enlisted soldiers.

Afghanistan

In February 2010 Jonas arrived in Afghanistan as part of
Team 9. Shortly after arrival, four soldiers in Jonas’ platoon
were wounded, when it got pinned down on three sides in
crossfire from small-arms fire, mortars and anti-tank rock-
ets on a Green Zone field north of Camp Budwan (formerly
Armadillo). Jonas acted swiftly, positioned his groups to
return fire, and effectively secured treatment of the woun-
ded. He then put a prompt end to the incoming fire by cal-
ling in fire support from both artillery and combat helicop-
ters in order to enable quick medical evacuation of the men
wounded. Team 9 operated from Forward Operation Base
Budwan in the northern and most exposed part of the Da-
nish area of responsibility. The company task was to send
out daily patrols, creating a show of force and security for
the local population. Hostile forces did their best to stop



the patrols, and Jonas’ platoon regularly faced clashes with
small-arms fire. The threat from improvised explosive de-
vices (IEDs) in the area was very high and worsening daily.
The patrol on July 21, 2010 was one the last on Jonas’ tour in
the Green Zone. After solving its task, the patrol was fired
on by small-arms fire. Jonas ordered an immediate with-
drawal, securing his comrades by staying behind as the last
man to pull out. As he got up, together with his radioman,
an IED exploded under Jonas, wounding him fatally. The
radioman was also wounded in the explosion. Both were
evacuated to Camp Budwan, where they received medical
attention. From there Jonas was evacuated to the field ho-
spital in Camp Bastion, but was declared dead shortly after
arrival. Jonas was put to rest following a ceremony in the
church in Frederiksberg Palace - the home of the Royal Da-
nish Military Academy. He rests in Solbjerg Cemetery, only
200 meters from the palace.
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